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France offered to bargain with Spain for the eventual
partition of the Shereefian Empire, but these proposals
were not accepted, and no further move was made by
the Great Powers until in April 1904 an agreement was
come to between France and Great Britain whereby in
return for a free hand in Egypt, Great Britain allowed
the Republic a free hand in Morocco
Supplementary to the agreement a treaty was signed
in October 1904 by the representatives of France and
Spain whereby the Shereefian Empire was theoretically
divided between the two countries. This of course was
looking ahead with a vengeance; but it is important
to note that both in the agreement and the secret treaty
France bound herself to recognize the Spanish zone
and that in the secret treaty the extent of the zone was
roughly defined Most interesting of all, perhaps, in view
of the present Civil War, Spain guaranteed not to erect
fortifications on the Spanish Moroccan coast, except at
Ceuta, Mehlla, Penon de Gomera and Alhucemas
Germany, of course, having been so unfortunate as to
enter too late into the colonial lists, resented these
attempts upon the independence of the Shereefian
Empire, but her efforts to obtain a footing in the Sus
valley failed, and in 1906 at a conference of the Powers
at Algeciras, France scored a diplomatic victory, being
granted various rights in regard to Moroccan banks
and Moroccan police, which Spain shared
Meanwhile in Morocco the situation was becoming
increasingly disastrous with all the inevitability of
Greek tragedy Bou Hamara was in rebellion at the
head of some of the Taza tribes; Raisuli openly
defied the Sultan in the Jibala and numbered at that
time among the unwilling guests, whom every now and